
Living in Edinburgh
It’s only now that I’m in my last semester of my final year,
and I’m having to contemplate moving to a new city, do I
realise quite how much I love Edinburgh and the people in it.
Having lived here for four years now, and I can honestly say
that there is no other place quite like it. It’s become my
home away from home.

But if you are moving here for the first time it can be
daunting, so I’ve compiled a list of things about living in
Edinburgh which might help. Some are things that I wish I’d
known before I came here, while others are simply things that
I love about the city.

The Weather

At  the  Botanic
Gardens  during  their
Christmas  Lights
show,  wearing  the
cosy  coat  my  family
bought me!

As a naïve 18-year-old from South Wales, I was blissfully
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unaware of how cold Edinburgh (and Scotland more generally)
gets in winter.  Little did I know that snow in February is
par for the course and how much a bitingly cold wind can cut
you to the bone! From November through to February of that
first year, a scarf was permanently attached to me and I had a
hot water bottle in bed every night, in a vain attempt to stay
warm. Thankfully that Christmas, my family gave me a huge
duvet-style coat that has kept me warm every winter since!

The Variety of Things to Do
The city is always full of things to do, so if you’re looking
for something you can definitely find it! I love going to the
theatre as a treat, and the wealth of performance spaces that
Edinburgh  has  makes  this  really  easy.  It’s  also  quite
straightforward to find tickets for a good price, as most
places offer student rates or sell last-minute tickets at a
discounted rate.

Green Spaces

The  view  of  the  city  and
Arthur’s Seat from Blackford
Hill.

As a country girl, I really appreciate the amount of easily
accessible  green  space  there  is  in  the  city.  First  and
foremost, there is Arthur’s Seat, the ex-volcano in Holyrood
Park.  However,  there’s  also  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,



Blackford Hill and the Pentland Hills. Indeed, I’d argue that
you get a better view of the city (especially at sunset) from
Blackford Hill than Arthur’s Seat (controversial, I know). If
I ever feel homesick, or just want to clear my head, I know I
can go for a walk and be surrounded by nature within 30
minutes. This has definitely made city living much easier for
me.

A Compact City
Despite  there  being  so  much  to  see  and  do,  Edinburgh  is
actually a relatively compact city. You can get to most places
in both Old and New Town on foot. Because of this, it didn’t
take long for me to feel comfortable and familiar with the
city.  However,  if  you  want  to  go  further  afield,  say  to
Newhaven or Portobello, Lothian Buses are great.
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