Re-booting student life after
two years of pandemic

How a song and dance helped Hanna connect with the University
community after studying remotely.

I came to the University of Edinburgh in September 2020 so was
in the first cohort to experience what it is like to start my
studies under Covid conditions. Unlike many of my peers, I was
lucky to have comparatively many 1in-person classes.
Academically, things went well and I felt sufficiently
supported — there was just nothing to do except for studying.
But when stricter measurements forced me to study entirely
online from my home in Germany in spring 2021, I felt very
much detached from the student community.

So, going into my second year I was excited for all the
opportunities that would come with being in Edinburgh again
but jumping back (or rather, for the first time) into student
life in Edinburgh was harder than I expected. After all, I had
just spent a year and a half either being chained to my desk
studying, or to my bed watching Netflix. Although not
consciously, I still had the mentality of staying inside and
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looking for activities that didn’'t involve to many other
people.

I made sure to join as many societies as my schedule allowed,
joined the committee of a society and assumed a job as student
ambassador at the University to get fully involved, but
something was still missing — I still didn’t quite feel at
home and part of this great student community. That changed
when I attended the first showcase organised by one of my
societies at the end of last semester. Being at a place where
it’s mostly students and seeing something solely student-led
come to live was truly exhilarating. I finally felt part of
something bigger — something I’'ve recognised again at our
second showcase and at two theatre performance by other
societies.

Sure, going to pubs, bars and flat parties is a great way to
meet more people but I have found that they couldn’t give me
what being part of or seeing student showcases and
performances did. I suppose there is a huge accumulation of
sheer talent at Edinburgh University, but that’s not to say
you have to have the talent yourself or be part of such
societies — I for one could never participate in a theatre
performance or a dance competition. And regarding theatre and
such, we are of course fortunate. Edinburgh, as the venue for



the Fringe Festival, 1is the perfect place for student
productions. However, I think it’'s the experience of what can
happen when we all pull in the same direction and what we
accomplish as a student community apart from the academics
that really made me feel ‘welcome’.

Now that restrictions are looser again and that people start
to feel safe in a room with many others, it’'s time to revive
real student life. Let’'s do that by going to performances by
people you might not know but are connected to through
University. Apart from honouring their/our hard work by going
to these, nothing feels more inclusive. Plus, it is a great
way to enjoy culture without breaking the bank.



