Celebrating Bi Visibility

I was really pleased to have my first public-facing engagement
as newly elected Co-Chair and Bi Rep of the Staff Pride
Network as being part of a panel discussion about bi
visibility for Bi Visibility Day on 23 September 2019. It was
an opportunity for the panellists (myself, Ellen Blair
(Bisexual and Pansexual Officer from Pride Soc), Elliot Byrom
(EUSA Trans and Non-Binary Officer), Lorna (one of the
founders from the Scottish Bi+ Network) and Ellen Desmond (one
of the editors from Monstrous Regiment — publishers of ‘The
Bi-ble’)) to speak about our personal perspectives on bi-
visibility and our identities as bisexual people. This was
followed by questions from the audience.

There was discussion on being out at work, assumptions that
are made about your identity depending on whether you’'re in a
relationship with someone of the same gender ‘Oh you must be
gay’ or with someone of the opposite gender ‘So, you're
straight now?’. There is so much erasure of bisexual
identities from both the straight and the queer communities.

It was a truly refreshing experience to be able to speak so
freely and openly, very rewarding and empowering. The room was
really engaged in the discussion and I hope that everyone
involved got at least as much as I did out of the experience.

Katie Nicoll Baines

50 Years After Stonewall
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Marking the milestone event

This year saw the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall riots —
the events following a police raid on the Stonewall bar in New
York City in 1969 which are today seen as a turning point in
LGBT+ history. The University of Edinburgh and the Staff Pride
Network at the University marked this milestone with a week-
long series of events at the beginning of the academic year.
The ‘Stonewall week’ was organised by SPN Member Dr Paul
Behrens, a Reader in Law, with the help of Sean Becker and
Alexander Wolffenbuttel (research assistants at UoE) and
members of the SPN and allies who helped at the individual
events. At the beginning of the week stood a reception at the
Scottish Parliament on 10 September 2019, at which Nicola
Sturgeon (First Minister of Scotland) and Sir Stephen Wall
(former Permanent Representative of the UK to the European
Union and chair of Kaleidoscope Trust) gave keynote speeches.
The reception was introduced by Patrick Harvie MSP (Co-
Convenor of the Scottish Green party and Co-Chair and Co-
Convenor of the LGBTI+ cross-party group at the Scottish
Parliament), who was also the Parliamentary Sponsor for this
event. On the following day, the University raised the Rainbow
flag at 0ld College, the Bi flag at the 0ld Medical School and
the Trans flag at New College in support of the events.

Stonewall conference

Thursday and Friday were dedicated to a multidisciplinary
conference on '50 Years After Stonewall’, which took place at
the Playfair Library and in St Cecilia’s Hall. In the course
of that conference, scholars from a large range of
universities, activists from Nigeria and from Uganda,
diplomats and leaders of religious communities gave
presentations which explored the progress of the LGBT+
community in the 1last half century and the remaining
challenges from the perspectives of law, medicine, politics,
education, Scottish society and Scots law, but also from the



views of African and Asian countries and the Arab peninsula. A
particular highlight was a paper given by Jason Chien,
Director-General, Taipei Representative O0ffice in the UK,
Edinburgh Office, who spoke about the legalisation of same-sex
marriage in Taiwan — the first Asian country to take that
step. A longer session on the second conference day was
dedicated to religion and the LGBT+ community, concluding with
a roundtable with representatives from Judaism, Christianity
and Islam.

Supporters and funders

The Stonewall week met with considerable support within the
university and was made possible through donations by the Law
School, the Edinburgh Centre for International and Global Law,
the Principal’s Fund, the College of Arts, Humanities and
Social Sciences, the College of Medicine and Veterinary
Medicine and the Department for Social Responsibility and
Sustainability.

Reflection

Reflecting on the conference, Dr Behrens said:

We are immensely grateful to all our sponsors and to
everybody who contributed to the conference. Stonewall laid
the groundwork for great achievements, 1including the
recognition of gay rights in many Western States. But there
i1s a danger of getting complacent. The experts at our
conference have shown us that it is still a long journey to
full equality. Gay and transgender asylum seekers still face
prejudice within the immigration system. Homeless LGBT people
are among the most vulnerable members of society, and there
are still countries where gay people face the death penalty.
But there is light as well. The legalisation of gay marriage
in Taiwan and the recent judgment in Botswana against anti-
gay laws demonstrate that progress is made even in parts of
the world that tend to be socially conservative. These are



beacons of hope. We may only see the beginnings of change,
but its consequences will be felt around the world.

SPN Book Group

The SPN Book Group meets once a month after work (usually on
the third Thursday) to discuss a book over a drink or cup of
tea. We select books based on member suggestions and have read
books from all genres, from sci-fi to self-help and
from philosophy to high fantasy, with and without LGBTQ+
content.

Our next meeting will be Thursday 16th January, 17:45-19:00
(venue TBC). We’'ll be discussing ‘Paul Takes the Form of a
Mortal Girl’ by Andrea Lawlor. All are welcome to attend.

For more information please see our SharePoint folder or e-
mail Anna on anna.smith@ed.ac.uk.

College of Medicine and
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Veterinary Medicine
celebrates LGBT STEM day

Staff and students from across all four campuses of
the College of Medicine and Veterinary Medicine celebrated
LGBT STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) day on
5 July 2019. Inspired by Pride in STEM, a charitable trust run
by an independent group of LGBT+ scientists & engineers from
around the world, staff and students were invited to upload an
image of themselves or their team to social media and
recognise the contribution of LGBT+ people at the University
in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. LGBT STEM day
raises the visibility of LGBT+ people and contributes to the
global push for increased diversity and inclusion in STEM.
Many staff and students chose to be involved and contributed
heartfelt messages of support for LGBT+ people and allies in
STEM subjects.

Gareth Hardisty

Loud & Proud at the Fringe

Edinburgh Festival Fringe is soon upon us, and with a vast
array of shows scheduled, it will be hard to choose what you
might see.. That is where we can help!

Join Loud & Proud, Scotland’'s LGBT choir, for a fantastic
night of a cappella music. Loud & Proud’s repertoire is as
diverse as their membership, so you can expect a fantastic
selection of pop classics, protest songs and gay anthems! The
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music may make you smile, surprise you or bring tears to your
eyes, but most of all, you will experience their joy 1in
singing together as a community.

ALl the money from ticket sales will go to Waverley Care,
supporting people affected by HIV & HepC.

Date: Saturday 10 August 2019
Venue: St Cuthbert’s Church, 5 Lothian Road
Cost: £15 (£11 concession)

Book your ticket

Body Beautiful: Diversity on
the Catwalk
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