Understanding the Impact of
Misinformation on Trans Lives

The Staff Pride Network is honored to have hosted an
insightful event featuring TJ Billard, who provided an in-
depth analysis of the role media plays in perpetuating harmful
stereotypes and disinformation. TJ Billard is an Assistant
Professor in the School of Communication at Northwestern
University and Executive Director of the Center for Applied
Transgender Studies in Chicago, USA.

The discussion kicked off with an exploration of how media
outlets contribute to the spread of misinformation, especially
concerning trans issues. The speaker then delved into the
influence of capitalism on media narratives, highlighting how
profit-driven motives can compromise the integrity of
information disseminated to the public.

The talk also covered the legislative landscape affecting
trans rights, both in the United States and globally. The
speaker provided a comprehensive overview of state policies
and their implications for the trans community, offering
insights into the challenges faced in different cultural and
social contexts.

One of the standout moments was the exploration of the Media
System Dependency Theory, which shed light on how media shapes
our perceptions and attitudes. The speaker also touched upon
the importance of community and social networks in combating
misinformation and fostering a more inclusive environment.

The event concluded with a lively Q&A session, where attendees
had the opportunity to ask questions and engage in meaningful
dialogue. The questions ranged from the role of media 1in
shaping public opinion to the steps that can be taken to
counteract the negative impact of misinformation.
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We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who
participated in this event, making it a resounding success. We
look forward to hosting more such events in the future to
continue the important conversation around LGBTQ+ issues.

SPN Book Group

The SPN Book Group is one of the lesser known SPN regular
events. It is a casual book group run by the SPN (currently
led by Zahra Massoud, SPN BAME Rep), and is open to all staff
and PhD students at the University of Edinburgh who are LGBTQ+
or allies. We meet from 5:45pm — 7pm on the third Thursday of
each month during the academic year, and have recently
expanded to also run through the summer months. Ordinarily, we
would meet in a pub or café to chat about the month’s book,
although in the past year we've transitioned to online
meetings.

The books we read are selected at random from member’s
suggestions. We have no restrictions on the length, genre,
style or format of the book — in the past we’ve read novels,
poetry, short stories, and even self-help books. Any book 1is
fair game, though of course books with LGBTQIA+ characters or
themes are always welcome! By not limiting ourselves to
particular categories and genres, we have had lively
discussions about books we’ve loved, books we’ve hated, and
books we never would have picked up of our own accord!

For our last meeting, we read The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta.
This heart-warming verse novel tells the coming-of-age story
of Michael, a young, gay, mixed-race boy, as he explores the
different facets of his identity. Our discussion centred on
our understanding of his experiences, in relation to our own
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and to other forms of LGBTQ+-focused media, as well as on the
format of the book as a verse novel interspersed with stand-
alone poems. At this meeting, we also selected our books for
the summer months. Members suggested as many books as they
like, which were added to a list from which 3 were selected
using a random number generator (in person, we’'d pull names
from a hat!). The full list is available on our SharePoint
site, and members will be encouraged to submit titles for
another selection in September.

To ensure accessibility, we encourage anyone who'’s interested
to attend meetings, regardless of how much (or little) of the
book you’ve read. You're also welcome to join just for a
coffee and chat about books if you’ve not read the book at
all. However, we do have a policy of not being a spoiler-free
zone, to allow anyone who has finished the book to share their
full thoughts. We also share content warnings for each book on
our SPN Book Group SharePoint site, for anyone who would
prefer to check these before reading or attending meetings.

Our next meeting will be held on July 15th, from 5:45pm — 7pm,
to discuss Gideon the Ninth by Tamsyn Muir. Due to relaxing
COVID-19 government restrictions, we now have the option to
meet in person again. However, to ensure the comfort and
safety of members, we currently select our preferences of
whether to meet in person or online using a private poll
around 1 week before the meeting, and venue is chosen by
majority vote.

To join the SPN Book Group, and access the SharePoint with
further information on venues, reading lists and content
warnings, please email Zahra (she/her) at
zahra.massoud@ed.ac.uk.


mailto:zahra.massoud@ed.ac.uk

New! LGBT Magazine Archive

I'm happy to let you know that the Library now has access to
the LGBT Magazine Archive from ProQuest until 31st December
2021. This primary source database is a searchable archive of
major periodicals devoted to LGBT+ interests, dating from the
1950s through to recent years.

You can access the LGBT Magazine Archive via the Newspapers,
Magazines and Other News Sources guide. Or you can access it
via the Databases A-Z list. Individual magazine titles will be
added to DiscoverEd this week.

The archives of magazines serving LGBT+ communities are of
central importance for research into LGBT history, often being
the principal sources for the documentation of gay cultures,
lives, and events. Researchers consulting these publications
may trace the history and evolution of myriad aspects of LGBT
history and culture, including legal contexts, health,
lifestyle, politics, social attitudes, activism, gay rights,
and arts/literature. Despite the value of these publications
for research, however, locating the backfiles in print format
has been difficult for researchers as they have not typically
been collected by libraries.
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LGBT Magazine Archive provides indispensable material for
dedicated LGBT studies and broader gender/sexuality research,
while also catering to interests in many related fields, such
as 20th-century history, sociology, health studies, political
science, and psychology.

You can access the LGBT Magazine Archive via the Newspapers,
Magazines and Other News Sources guide. Or you can access it
via the Databases A-Z list. Individual magazine titles will be
added to DiscoverEd this week.

You can find more databases and other resources related to
LGBT+ and gender studies on the Gender Studies guide.
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We have access to LGBT Magazine Archive via a larger
subscription deal with ProQuest that is active until 31st
December 2021. More information about the huge range of
resources that will become available through this deal 1is
coming soon!

Access 1is only available to current students and staff at the
University of Edinburgh.

Caroline Stirling — Academic Support Librarian for School of
Social and Political Science

[Originally posted:
http://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/spslibrarian/2020/06/15/new-1g
bt-magazine-archive/]

The Book of Queer Prophets

The Book of Queer Prophets, 24 short stories on sexuality and
religion curated by former Stonewall CEO Ruth Hunt, will be

published on 28" May.

The publisher Harper Collins advertised on Twitter if anyone
would like a proof copy and we were lucky to receive one.

SPN volunteer Gina Roberts (who submitted her PhD on

30" April!) wrote this insightful
review: https://www.ginamaya.co.uk/books-music/the-book-of-que
er-prophets-curated-by-ruth-hunt.html and if you’d like to
borrow it, get in touch.

At previous events we partnered with Lighthouse Bookshop and
they are doing deliveries, if you’re interested in buying a

copy:
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