
Week  9  Public  programs
Focusing  on  Intersectional
Disability justice Activism
I  admit  I  used  to  have  some  misconceptions  about
accessibility. After reading this week’s pre-class reading,
Means Without Ends: Learning How to Live Otherwise Through
Access-centered Practice, I’ve gained a new understanding of
accessibility.

 

Originally, I had planned to create a QR code using Padlet and
add an audio tour, as other galleries at Summer Hall had done.
As the gallery is on the ground floor, I didn’t need to
provide wheelchair access or ramps, nor a virtual exhibition
for visitors who might be unable to enter the gallery.

 

However, after reading the article, I learned that accessible
facilities include the built environment, human access, and
assistive technologies[1]. I also learned that accessibility
shouldn’t be viewed merely as a simple convenience measure[2].
In other words, I need to establish a platform where people
with  disabilities  can  experience  exhibitions,  advocate  for
their  rights,  and  offer  suggestions.  I  have  also  come  to
realize that my focus on addressing the living problems of
residents in peripheral areas and seeking appropriate methods
for rural development is, in fact, a form of intersectional
disability justice activism[3]. Thus, I decided to redesign my
QR code into a discussion and advocacy platform where all
audiences  can  participate,  breaking  down  barriers  to
disability  rights  and  advocating  for  improved  living
conditions for people with disabilities, women, the elderly,
and diverse communities in rural areas.
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I can imitate the art curation organisation mentioned in the
book and set up a public programme to help city residents
support rural residents[4]. This idea of establishing direct
connections between Edinburgh residents and rural communities
around the world is the first step toward enhancing local
residents’  access  to  welfare,  services,  and  accommodations
[5]. These small but powerful steps can begin in Edinburgh and
spread via the internet to relatively wealthy rural areas—that
is, those with internet access—and spark change starting from
these places[6]. The public program goes beyond the physical
space of the exhibition itself, transforming into a cross-
regional online activism experiment. It will be an action
revealing  urban  hegemony  and  the  exploitation  of  rural
communities  by  power  holders  such  as  local  governments.
Moreover, it is an attempt to help local people recognize acts
of  oppression  and  courageously  resist  them  by  fostering
cultural exchange among residents from different regions[7].
This  allows  audiences  who  have  never  met  to  form  a
collaborative  and  interdependent  community  through  the
internet. As a result, this program enables visitors who view
my exhibition and scan the QR code to experience a sense of
“access intimacy.”[8].

 

Below is the QR code for the Padlet I created. I got the idea
for creating QR code from the accessibility infrastructure at
Summerhall.  It  includes  an  audio  tour  guide,  Easy  Read
documents  featuring  more  accessible  versions  of  the  works
created based on the course, and the statement of my public
project[9].

 



This is a photo I took at Summerhall of the QR code for the
audio tour displayed at the gallery entrance.



The Padlet QR code I created
includes  an  online  audio
tour, an EasyRead text, and
a  communication  platform
where  users  can  upload
audio.
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right?
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instantaneously between people without shared experience or
political identity. This intimacy need not be communicated
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affective lens onto modes of relation beyond policy.
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