Pre-intensive task for
formative assessment

1. Which of these automation-related changes (e.g.
mass unemployment; new digital jobs, AI at
workplace (ethical and surveillance concerns);
inadequate digital skills, poor working
conditions) worry you the most? Why?

After reading the designated literature, it seems beyond doubt
that changes will occur in society along with automation,
although it will be impossible to predict which one will
happen, and is most frightening.

However, the possibility that automation will increase the
disparities that are caused by mass unemployment and new
digital jobs made me worry the most.

I thought that SST(Howcroft and Taylor, 2022) was a realistic
and multi-faceted approach to seeing society after automation.
Adopting this and looking at the current world, it is clear
that the widening of these disparities 1is causing unrest. The
tendency to widen the gap between rich and poor and between
genders and to polarise the left and right is scary. For
example, as a result of the worsening living conditions of the
socially vulnerable (the economically poor, women, etc.),
there would be secondary damages, such as loss of educational
opportunities and mental disease. If the citizen’s state 1is
unstable, the state may move in a radical direction, such as
introducing a basic income, which may cause a significant
backlash from capitalists and others who are forced to share
profits, causing strife and confusion.

2. Is a world without work possible?

A future without jobs as a result of automation cannot be
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envisaged for me. Similarly to the above, imagining the future
happening on the ground from the present, for many people,
work means more than earning capital currently. Moreover, the
future with no jobs needs a system to maintain citizens’
lives, such as basic income, which would cause considerable
resistance to introduction. Additionally, I could not find any
system, except for UBI, to support our lives after our jobs
disappear. Therefore, It seems impossible to imagine a future
without jobs.

3. If you were given all the powers in the world,
what changes would you like to see in the world of
work?

In the Cambridge dictionary, I found the two definitions of
MJOb" .

1. The regular work that a person does to earn money
2. Something that is your responsibility

I would like to see a world in which the former meaning 1is
weakened. I want to see a world where the forces that
concentrate wealth in the hands of a few capitalists are
restrained and where people take responsibility for the
betterment of society without being overly concerned about how
much capital they can earn.

4. Complete this sentence: The future of work is..

The future of work is an extension of the present, though
unpredictable. It is essential to look at what we can do now
(not just think about how to deal with the problems in the
future, but take action now to create the future) to ensure
people’s happiness.
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