


Pili Pala is an emerging 
collective of contemporary art 
professionals, initiated by eight 
passionate and determined 
young female curators.

Derived from the Welsh 
word for butterfly, Pili Pala 
is a symbol of freedom and 
imagination, implying a 
profound appreciation for 

beauty, nature and life. Coincidentally, the pronunciation of Pili 
Pala is commonly used in China to describe a continuous and 
rapid ringing sound, reminiscent of bonfires, firecrackers, or 
raindrops. We deliberately embrace this dual interpretation, 
as we believe it mirrors the sparks of creativity within our 
team and anticipates the resonance we aim to evoke in our 
audience’s minds. 

Its phonetic resemblance to the sound of falling dominoes 
further resonates with our annual programme, the Domino 
Project. This linguistic coincidence represents a marvellous 
fusion of cultures and the art of nature, highlighting our 
commitment to interculturalism, diversity, and ingenuity. 

As a collective specialising in contemporary art curating, 
we are devoted to guiding our audience around diverse 
contemporary themes and rich connotations encapsulated 
within the notion of Pili Pala. Through our exhibitions, 
screenings, and public programmes, we aspire to foster a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of contemporary art 
while celebrating the exchange of cultures, the explosion of 
creativity, and the evolution of artistic vibrancy. 

“Is there a brand new curatorial approach that makes full use of both social 
and physical space to showcase a facet of contemporary art, while transcending 

conventional methods and itself by presenting the processes, questions, and 
indications?” 

—— Boyi Feng, 2009
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Interculturalism
Equality
Counterhegemony  
Care
Sustainability
De-anthropocentrism
Activism
Inclusiveness  
Pluralism  
Social responsibility    
Professionalism 
Innovation
Education

Critical thinking
Learning and relearning

Wayward curating

What 
We 
Value

What 
We Are

Concerned
About

   Audience participation: We encourage 
and are committed to a more active and 
deeper involvement of the public in our 
exhibitions and events.
   Arts Education: We are devoted to 
realising the aesthetic and educational 
value of the arts and to educating the 
public about multiculturalism and 
stimulating dialogue.

Public Engagement

   Integrity and Responsibility: We 
authentically present artworks and 
artists’ backgrounds, convey their 
voices with respect and accuracy, 
and unswervingly practice our 
social responsibilities.

Ethical Curating

   Care and Mutual Respect: We 
encourage mutual understanding, 
sincerity, and consideration for all, 
providing full care and respect to 
guests, attendees and audiences.
   Courage and Open-mindedness: 
We maintain courage and an open 
mind to embrace new norms and 
knowledge.
   Inclusive Representation: We 
strive to actively include the work 
of emerging and female artists 
from diverse racial and cultural 
backgrounds, particularly those 
who might have been overlooked 
or marginalized.

Care, Openness and 
Inclusiveness

Environmental and 
Operational Sustainability

   Sustainable Material Use: We choose 
sustainable materials when installing 
temporary exhibitions to minimise direct 
and indirect environmental impacts. 
   Equality and Democracy: We aim 
to develop a democratic operating 
mechanism wherein each team member 
participates in decision making, and 
tasks are distributed equitably.
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The Domino Project interconnects and interlocks our curators’ 
individual practices, weaving them into a cohesive and 
captivating narrative. By orchestrating a series of exhibitions 
and events, it provides a multifaceted lens through which to 
contemplate the contemporary art world synchronically and 
diachronically. 

In the Domino Project, a diversity of exhibitions is activated and 
unfolded in succession at various times of the year to create a 
temporal sequence, while the venues and spaces where they 
occur are connected in a coherent pattern from a synchronic 
viewpoint. In this way, exhibitions are no longer isolated, 
transient events as they never should have been. Instead, they 
have evolved into more extended and continuous forms with a 
greater impact through an invisible dominoes-like chain.

The Domino Project breaks through the conventional 
paradigm of curating and viewing as it liberates them from the 
constraints of physical location and space. We leverage the 
natural magnetic attraction between exhibitions and cultivate 
intentional connections, to empower curators and artists to 
engage with one another while retaining their independence 
and freedom. 

As Pili Pala aims to ignite new sparks of creativity and 
vitality, the Domino Project provides an inspiring platform 
for curators and artists to communicate, a fresh approach 
for audiences to access art spaces, as well as a synchronic 
snapshot and chronological view for researchers to observe the 
contemporary art world. 

About The Domino Project













For many women, gender bias and racial 
differences result in frequent neglect and 
unfair treatment. This exhibition focuses on 
the injustices and challenges that women 
face and demonstrates their desire to work 
towards eradicating these stereotypes, 
showcasing the strength and resilience of 
women. This exhibition aims to push the women. This exhibition aims to push the 
boundaries of gender and race through the 
collaboration of two Chinese and British 
contemporary artists, Wenyi Pan and 
Saoirse Amira Anis, whose artistic practices 
are heavily influenced by feminist theory, 
showcasing the profound perspectives and 
indomitable spirit of female artists. indomitable spirit of female artists. 
This is not just an art exhibition, but a 
tribute to women who tirelessly pursue and 
express themselves, challenging traditional 
norms with bold creativity.H
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Women in the Fissures of Time
Out of the Blue Drill Hall 

Curator
Jiani Li







When curating a single exhibition, the 
Domino Project, featuring a 
concept-driven curatorial style, 
“consciously lengthens the usual 
conduct of curating into a continuous 
process, with the forms of artworks 
and information changing at any time” 
(Feng, 2009). 

When we introduce the notion of 
domino into our organisation’s way of 
programming our curatorial projects, 
it intentionally strings together, 
continuously piles and extends each of 
them. In this way, the Domino Project 
constructs a new pattern of exhibitions, 
which could be a thread that has been 
guiding us to explore the infinite space 
of contemporary art.
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