
Face to Face: Hidden Histories

Face to Face is organised by Fiona Child, Jude Joseph and Hallie Sampson. Drawings by Jude Joseph. With thanks to 
Malcolm MacCallum and Gaia Duberti.

The University of Edinburgh’s collection 
of over 1,700 skulls is held in a room 
underneath the Anatomical Museum. It 
is used for teaching purposes but is not 
open to the public. In 2023, students on 
the MScR Collections and Curating 
Practices programme organised the 
Face to Face project which aims to foster 
discussion, connecting the collection to 
decolonial thought and struggle while 
seeking to humanise and bring some 
dignity to the remains.   

As well as a public dialogue, Face to 
Face includes a revision of specific 
labels in the Anatomical Museum which 
provide insight into the ‘hidden 
histories’ of the remains on display. 
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