About

R-Lab

R-Lab is a contemporary art organisation led by postgraduate
students in Edinburgh College of Art, The University of
Edinburgh. We aim to collect and present a multitude of
‘pivots’ that might enact societal and artistic change post-
pandemic. We seek to explore how different artworlds have
adapted and survived during the pandemic. Reflecting the
membership of our R-Lab, we seek to reflect upon Chinese and
European cultural experiences during the pandemic. We hope
that exchanging Chinese and European visions of post-pandemic
possibilities can have a long-lasting impact.
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Mission Statement

We at R-Lab are a group who are scoping a restart, rebuild and
reimagining of the art world, is a cross-cultural organisation
associated with the University of Edinburgh. We aim to find
new directions and potentials for contemporary art by
researching and engaging with the art world’s different pivots
during the pandemic. Simultaneously, we value the
communication and fusion of cultures which are often thought
of as distinct, with a view to mixing Chinese and European
artistic and cultural experiences during the pandemic which
reflects the cultural make-up of our organisation.

Our mission, then, is to think of the pandemic as a multitude
of ‘Pivots’ that could enact socieal and artistic change post-
pandemic. To do this, we offer artists a safe, online space to


https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/rlab/about/

share and discuss their experiences and work during the
pandemic. This space will be far removed from the bad faith
practices and intense pressures moving artists towards
increased, exploitative productivity which are both commonly
associated with today’s platform culture.

A space like this would usually be based in a local community,
and we want to show how art can create this safe space online,
build a broader community online, with a sociable environment
and contribute to a better culture online that can be
practised during the lockdown and beyond it.

We believe that within this context of ‘deterritorialization —
a ‘Pivot’ in its own right — the pandemic gives us different
visions and possibilities for cultural exchanges and fusions
that can have long-lasting impacts post-pandemic.
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Staff

Curatorial Research Coordinator: Cleo CHEN, Christy YANG,
Rebecca TUTTHILL

Education and Engagement: Christy YANG, Jiaqi GAO, Jialu WANG
Events Coordinator: Isabel DIERINGER CUESTA

Archivist & Project Legacy Coordinator: Cleo CHEN, Velia
CAVALLINI
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