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Lessons learned from 
Postgraduate Taught programmes

Online Distance Learning (ODL) Event
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MSc in Surgical Sciences

ChM in General Surgery

ChM in Trauma &
Orthopaedics

ChM in Urology

ChM in Vascular Surgery

MSc in Primary Care OPH

ChM in Clinical OPH

MSc in Biomedical Science
生物醫學理學碩士

MSc in Surgical Sciences – 61 countries to date

• Contextual

• Active

• Collaborative

• Flexible

• Positive and supportive

• Enjoyable and engaging

We recognise that successful ODL must be:
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UK Surgical Training Structure

Contextual Active

Use of multimedia to deliver interactive content 

Collaborative

Discussion boards and webinars 
give students the opportunity to 
learn from each other, as well as 
from expert  tutors

• Anywhere…

• Anytime…

• Any device…

Flexible

Positive and supportive

essq@rcsed.ac.uk
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Enjoyable and engaging… our student feedback
“Very enjoyable and stimulating content. 
Thank you ESSQ team.”

“I have enjoyed it a lot and would strongly 
recommend it. In fact, I already have.”

“I have really enjoyed the 
course and think it is a 
fantastic opportunity. I like 
the way that continual 
participation in discussion 
boards makes you learn as you 
go along, rather than leaving 
everything until 2 wks before 
the exam!”

“I am 
constantly 
talking about 
it to everyone. 
Looking 
forward to 
year 2.”

“This is one of the 
greatest innovations 
in terms of surgical 
education. It is a 
revolution.”

“Very interesting 
and academically 
challenging”

“I found the online course 
material really helpful and 
find the course to be very well 
organised with help available 
at every opportunity.”

“The tutors have been great and post 
regularly, sharing their expertise 
without making us feel 
uncomfortable about mistakes.”

“I have been able to remain 
in Malawi to learn, while 
continuing to treat those who 
need me most.”
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Some lessons learned…

Virtual patient scenarios require 
students to make decisions on 
the diagnosis and management
of surgical cases 

Students value game-based learning

Progress dashboards can motivate students

“A very interesting and 
dynamic academic tool.” 

Year 1 student “The dashboard is 
informative about 
what to change in 
my study.” 

Year 2 student

“Knowing our study patterns in relation to other peers is a very   
interesting mode to generate motivation and competitiveness in 
the programme we are attaining.”                        Year 1 student
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Masters Year should follow an incremental and iterative design 

Matthew Grima, Malta
ESSQ and ChM graduate and eTutor

Encourage graduates to teach as eTutors on-programme…

• 2013 saw our first graduate from the
Scottish Government/J&J Malawi
scholarship scheme: Dr Lughano
Kalongolera

• Lughano is now tutor to students on
the BSc General Surgery for Clinical
Officers (non-medically qualified) in
Malawi

…and as local Tutors in their home country
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Philanthropic funding comes in all shapes and sizes

Afghanistan
Angola
Bangladesh
Benin
Bhutan
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cape Verde
Central African Republic
Chad
Comoros
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Djibouti
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Gambia
Guinea
Guinea‐Bissau
Haiti
Kribati
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Lesotho
Liberia
Madagascar
Malawi
Maldives
Mali
Mauritania
Mozambique
Myanmar
Nepal
Niger
Rwanda
Samoa
São Tomé and Principe
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Sudan
Sudan
Timor‐Leste
Togo
Tuvalu
Uganda
United Republic of Tanzania
Vanuatu
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe

2013 Sierra Leone
2014 Zambia
2015 Sudan
2016 Sierra Leone

The Garden Scholarship 
in Surgical Sciences

Pharmacovigilance course (20 credits)
part of the MSc in Clinical Trials

Create authentic assessments Devise topical and debatable discussion themes

One size doesn’t fit all

• Information Services (esp. Technology
Enhanced Learning Team)

• Images purchased from Placeit, iStock
and Glasbergen, or open-sourced from
Pixabay
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