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This is an edited version of the original Reading Engagement Scale (McGeown & Conradi-Smith, 2023).  Edits are solely to the response/likert scale format which has been revised from a 4- to a 7-point scale to be more sensitive for use when evaluating interventions.  This is in response to previous use of this scale (n = 425 children, aged 8-11) to evaluate a reading motivation/engagement intervention (McGeown et al., 2025) which identified that this scale was insufficiently sensitivity to measure change.   

This 7-point scale has been piloted with 153 primary school children in Year 4 or 6, across London and Liverpool. There was missing data for some questions and so the final sample used in the analysis included 94 children (i.e., those who responded to all questions), with 38 Year 4 children (34 in London, 4 in Liverpool) and 56 Year 6 children (41 in London, 15 in Liverpool).  Descriptive analysis indicated that children responded across the range of possible scores, with M = 92.24 (SD = 32.10), Range = 24-166 (maximum total score of 168).



Reading Engagement Survey (7-point scale)

Please place a tick here if you do not want to participate: __

Hello.  This survey has been created to learn about your experiences of reading books in your own time (own time = free time in school and anytime out of school).  Someone will read the questions aloud to you.  Please tick the box that best fits with how you feel or what you do.  There are no right or wrong answers – we are interested in what YOU really think and do when you read.  We will not share your answers with your teacher or anyone else in your school.

1. How often do you read fiction and non-fiction books in your own time each week?

	
	Not at all
	1 day
	2 days
	3 days
	4 days 
	5 days 
	6+ days

	Fiction
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-fiction
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



2. How many fiction and non-fiction books have you read in your own time in the last month?

	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6+

	Fiction
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-fiction
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



3. How long do you usually read fiction and non-fiction books for without taking a break

	
	0-5 minutes
	5-10 mins
	10-20 mins
	20-30 mins
	30-40 mins
	40-50 mins
	50+ minutes

	Fiction
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-fiction
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



4. If you read in your own time, what are your favourite types of books to read?  Please tick all boxes that apply (this question continues on the next page).


	Funny/Comedy


	Adventure
	Mystery
	Scary

	Fantasy/Magic


	Historical fiction
	Sci-fi
	General/realistic fiction

	Picture books


	Biographies
	Non-fiction
	Graphic Novels





Now we’d like you to think about how you feel when you read books and why you choose to read different books.  Please tick the box that best describes you.

	[bookmark: _Hlk187823901]
	Never
	Not very often
	Some
times
	Quite often
	Often
	Very often
	Always

	I feel happy when I read books

	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel relaxed when I read books

	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel connected to the characters, stories or topics that I read about in books
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I care what happens to the characters in books I read
	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Book reading takes me into another world 
	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	I read books to learn more about my interests 
	


	
	
	
	
	
	



Now we’d like you to think about what you do when you read.  Please tick the box that best describes you. 

	
	Never
	Not very often
	Some
times
	Quite often
	Often
	Very often
	Always

	If a book becomes difficult, I re-read to increase my understanding

	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	When I read books, I think a lot about what I am reading

	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	I think about what I already know to help me understand what I read

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	When I read books, if I come to a word I don’t know, I will try to work it out
	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	If part of a book is difficult to understand, I will keep reading until it becomes clearer
	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	If a book uses words I don’t know, I will still try to understand the main story 
	


	
	
	
	
	
	



Finally, we’d like to learn about how much you share reading with others.  Others can include your friends, teacher, classmates or family. Tick the box that best describes you.

	
	Never
	Not very often
	Some
times
	Quite often
	Often
	Very often
	Always

	I talk about books with others 

	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	I enjoy discussing books with others

	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	I recommend books to others

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Others recommend books to me that they think I will like
	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel confident discussing books with others
	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	I start conversations about books with others

	


	
	
	
	
	
	




Thank you for completing these questions 


For scoring details, see McGeown & Conradi-Smith (2023) albeit adjusted for 7-point scale.
