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Using visual 
literacy strategies 
to support learning and 
deepen understanding

Storytelling session
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The plan for this session

Define terms

Describe what I have done

Give examples

Show impact

Next steps

Time for questions



Visual Literacy

The ability to read, write and create 
visual images.

A concept that relates to art but has 
much wider applications.

Visual literacy is about language, 
communication and interaction.

A linguistic tool with which we 
communicate, exchange ideas and 
navigate our complex world.

Kirsten Harrison (Visual Literacy Today)



Associated 

skills
Visual reading

Visual writing

Visual thinking

Visual learning
J Kedra



How?
Dual coding 

Theory

Alan Paivio
Also ïCognitive Load Theory



To view

Complex ideas 

communicated 

instantly

To create

More engaged in 

the moment
Why Visual Literacy is important -

Visual literacy - LibGuides at 

University of Birmingham 

(bham.ac.uk)

https://libguides.bham.ac.uk/asc/visualliteracy


Humans Process Visual 
Data Better | Thermopylae 
Sciences + Technology (t-
sciences.com)

https://www.t-sciences.com/news/humans-process-visual-data-better


More engaging 

and accessible?

Beneficial for EAL

10% dyslexic 

learners ïnot evenly 

spread across 

cohort



My story



The 

intervention
1. Visual timelines / journeys

2. Sketchnotes

3. Infographics /Icons



Timeline ïA 

Learning wall



Timeline



Student 

example
Progress bar adapted for 

teaching



Sketchnotes
(Or visual notetaking)

Recording information through 
the combination of illustrations, 
symbols and text.

ACTIVE not PASSIVE

Can easily be combined with 
Cornell notetaking

Michael Rohde



Cornell 

meets

sketch

note
instructional 

video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZgMpjjgCRA&list=PLdKI62dB717zf-JFTqDLsrIGaNDhAtft6

