
Drupal – Course Structures

Introduction
When creating a course in OpenCourseWare (powered by Drupal)
for the first time, the ILTS team can provide a starting
course  template  in  Drupal  either  based  1)  on  the  course
structure and content from Learn; OR 2) as a blank template
with an agreed structure.

In this post, we would like to focus on the options available
for a blank template structure within Drupal. We will use
courses, already available within OpenCourseWare, as examples
of the types of course structure you can choose from. The
following is not an exhaustive list of all courses within
OpenCourseWare, but a small sampling of courses within our
chosen structures. The home page of Open Course has a list of
all courses for you to browse, if preferred.

Course Structures

A) Structured by activity (e.g. lectures, tutorials,
readings, etc.):
• ARO and EPL
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https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/ilts/2024/09/25/course-structures/
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/aro/course-materials
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/epl
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/aro/course-materials


B) Structured by week (e.g. week 1, week 2, week 3,
etc):
• CDI1; IRR; and SDM
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C) Structured by schedule (e.g. a schedule table with
links to slides, video, handouts, etc):
• CT; EXC; and IQC
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https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/cdi1/course-materials
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/irr/course-materials
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/sdm/course-materials
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/cdi1/course-materials
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/ct
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/exc/schedule
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/iqc/course-materials/schedule
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/ct/course-materials


D) Courses with a mixed structure (e.g. by schedule,
activities and weeks):
• ANLP; CGGS; IQPS (aka QPS-11); and USEC
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Further Information
When creating the course in Drupal, ILTS will provide support
and guidance for you to choose a suitable structure for your

https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/anlp/course-materials
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/cggs/course-materials
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/qps-11/course-materials
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/usec/course-materials
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/usec/course-materials
https://opencourse.inf.ed.ac.uk/usec/course-materials/lecture-1


course. This agreed structure will then make it easier for you
to build your content and populate your course in time for
Welcome Week.

If you’d like to discuss the options and contact ILTS then
please visit the support page. We look forward to working with
you.

Copyrighted  material  in
teaching
It is vital that any third-party content you use in your
teaching materials is cleared for copyright. This includes
readings that you might set your students, images in your
slides, or videos you share with them.

For course materials published on Drupal, the Course Organiser
must ensure that all material posted on their course pages is
copyright compliant.

Take a few minutes to read through this fantastic (and brief)
summary from the University’s Open Educational Resources team
about Copyright in Teaching and the three sub-pages detailing
more about using book journals and texts, videos, broadcasts
and sounds, and images. (If you need some background, check
out  What  Is  Copyright?)  The  University’s  Open  Educational
Resources team run workshops on these topics, which you may be
interested in attending; you can find more information about
them here.

Readings
You should use the Library’s Resource List service for any
essential / suggested readings. If you do not currently use

https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/ilts/support/
https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/ilts/2023/08/03/copyrighted-material-in-teaching/
https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/ilts/2023/08/03/copyrighted-material-in-teaching/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-help/copyright/copyright-teaching
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-help/copyright/copyright-teaching/books-journals-texts
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-help/copyright/copyright-teaching/video-broadcasts-sound
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-help/copyright/copyright-teaching/video-broadcasts-sound
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-help/copyright/copyright-teaching/images
http://www.23things.ed.ac.uk/week-6/#copyright
https://open.ed.ac.uk/events/


this service, please familiarise yourself with it at your
earliest convenience. It offers a lot of flexibility in terms
of  structure  and  layout  to  suit  your  course  design.  More
information  can  be  found  on  our  blog  post  about  Resource
Lists.

Broadcast recordings and images
Some materials (often images or videos) are published under
Creative Commons licenses, public domain, or other copyright
cleared conditions and these may be available for you to use.
However, ensure you that you check all the policies for the
relevant  license  before  you  use  them.  If  you  are  new  to
looking  for  images  or  other  media  you  can  use,  Creative
Commons  is  a  great  place  to  start.  They  provide  great
explanations, instructions on how to attribute what you use,
and a search engine, which searches across a whole range of
other platforms.

Below  are  a  couple  places  you  might  be  able  to  source
materials  to  use  in  your  teaching:

Are there any TV or radio programmes you want to share
with your students? Check out Box of Broadcasts, which
provides recordings you can share with your students
(and unlike, say, BBC iPlayer videos, these won’t get
deleted after a set time period!). This is service that
the UoE subscribes to and which all students and staff
can access.
The University’s Image Databases list is a great place
to find other useful resources, some of which you will
have access to only through your UoE account and others,
such as Pixabay, Unsplash, and Creative Commons, anyone
in the world can access.

https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/ilts/leganto/
https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/ilts/leganto/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/attribution/
https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://library.ed.ac.uk/ucreate/multimediafacilities/box-of-broadcasts
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-image-dbs


Supporting Open Education and
Open  Knowledge  at  the
University of Edinburgh
Join  an  informal  lunchtime  webinar  on  Tuesday  5  March,
12.00-13.00  as  we  share  approaches  to  supporting  Open
Education and Open Knowledge at the University of Edinburgh.

Come and join Lorna M. Campbell (OER Service), Stuart Nicol
(Education Design and Engagement), Ewan McAndrew (Wikimedian
in Residence), and Charlie Farley (OER Service) to talk about
supporting open education through digital skills development,
playful approaches to copyright literacy, embedding Wikipedia
in the curriculum, and open approaches to MOOCs and distance
learning at scale. Open to all.
Booking and further information.

https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/ilts/2019/02/28/supporting-open-education-and-open-knowledge-at-the-university-of-edinburgh/
https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/ilts/2019/02/28/supporting-open-education-and-open-knowledge-at-the-university-of-edinburgh/
https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/ilts/2019/02/28/supporting-open-education-and-open-knowledge-at-the-university-of-edinburgh/
http://open.ed.ac.uk/event/supporting-open-education-and-open-knowledge-at-the-university-of-edinburgh/?dm_t=0,0,0,0,0

