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A Micmac Tale: ™

Pilip and his two brothers went hunting.
They went different ways, shot different
things. While Pilip is hunting he finds a
house, a nice house in. the woods, nice
girls there, He spends his time with the
girls in their lumbermen's place. He

. One day they wonder why he is so
late. At last they ask Pilip, "Where were
you last night?" Bilip does not answer
them. One night Pilip didn't come home at
all. He stayed there in that house, The -
girl gave Pilip a lapieleh'wi box, "So you
won't forget me any more,” she said. She
told Pilip, "Don't open the box until you
are seeing hard times. If anybody chases
you, say - 'I'm going to be a tree, or squir-
rel, or bird.' That's the time to open the
box.'" Pilip thinks, "My brothers must be
worried about me. Better g0 home,"

He left, but he went farther down the moun-
tain, and at last he didn't know where he
was going. He was lost. He came to a lit-
tle log house, inside he finds a Pretty
girl, very striking-looking, and an old
lady. "well, my son-in-1law ('ntlusuk)
where did you come from?" the o ady
asked.--"Quite a piece away, I anp lost,"
--"No, you are not lost, You have come to
Seée my daughter. You will' have a good home
here." The girl liked Pilip. (That's the

‘time Pilip was mistaken, He didn't know

(60)

the devil had a log house anywhere in this
world.) Fine looking girl this. v S

In the evening the old man cémeJAShort;
" with wide shoulders,

and awful dark. The
old lady said to him, "Well, we have a son-
in-law, today." Pilip slept that night
with this girl. The old man said, "T have
to go out hunting, 1'1]1 give you a little
job. Take thig basket (bi anahsi). I want
you to clean that pond Ee%ore night, and
harrow it, and sow it with wheat before I°
come." Pilip was scared. He worked hard
dipping water with the basket. The girl
came out to him with dinner. She told him,
"Well, Pili i i
tle pond. That is what my father (nuch')
does with every husband I get,
dinner." The girl went back home .and
brought a dipper covered with gold and a
little pick. She dipped out the water. She
sent the water away altogether, (Devil's
daughter can do as well as her father.)
She said, I want you to run off al-
together." The water went away in two
hours' time. The girl said, "You g0 get
three bushels of wheat." Pilip went to the
log house, and brought out the wheat.-They
sowed it, and they were through at four
o'clock. At five o'clock, he harrowed it,
the Devil would be back at half past six,
They watched the grain grow up, before six
o'clock the grain grew up that far (indi-
cating two finger joints). At half past
six the Devil came’ He was smiling, Thig
was the first man who could dry up that

. "You done fine," he said’ P,
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Next morning, the Devil went away again on
some business, he never said what he did,
Near by was g big hill, Before he went he
brought one old dull hoe, and a pick, and
gave them to Pilip.‘"Well, Pilip, I want
you to level down that hill, and sow buck-
wheat this.time.“--"My goodness, " thought
Pilip, "I cannot run away, the Devil will

. catch me." He Started to dig, he got
- 8cared, near eleven o'clock. At noon the

woman came with his dinner, She brought a
gold pick and a rake. She told Pilip,
can never level down that mountain, Wait
for me, sit down one side." She struck one
blow on the mountain, and said, "Level

buckwheat before father comes.' She gave
Pilip a little book to read. Now they sow
buckwheat, the buckwheat grows well. At
five o'clock, she says, "Now we'll g0 down,
You chop wood, and I'11 make supper.'" Pi]l-
ip took the ax, chopped wood, the girl
made supper. The father came home, he
could see the mountain all leveled, the
buckwheat five inches high. He said, '"Well
done, Pilip, I didn't eéxpect you could lev
el that hill,"

Every evening they played cards, Pilip and
his wife, in their little bed-room. In the
morning the Devil told Pilip, "I want you

to do another job. There is a high black
.. Pole two hundred feet,
" there. At ten o'clock,

I'got a fellow up
he will fall down.




I want you to’ put ‘his’ body back just as
¥ it was, and pick up all the parts S Pilip
said, "1'11 do it." Pilip went to the
black pole, the man fell down. He was pret-
ty well smashed fingers. in all directions,
legs off, head away over there. The g1r1
thought, "Pilip will never manage this.
She went with the dinner earlier than be-
fore. She said, "I'll help.-you to put eve-
ry thing back. I'll fix one arm, the right
1 ~arm, you fix the left." Pilip put on the
little finger wrong side out. There it
stuck, He didn't tell his wife about it,
i they went home.
| big logs with a cross saw.

In the evenihg her father came home, look-
~ing very dull (after that fall). The old
lady said, "What makes you look so dull?"
--"0h, I caught cold." Pilip had something
on his mind. He watched him. When he saw
the old man eating, he saw that his finger
was turned wrong side out. Pillp left the
table. The girl said, "Why don't you eat?"
--He said, "I don't feel like eating.' He
went out and sat. down on the bench where
he had been sawing logs. He thinks,
"That's the fellow we were fixing today.'
After she did the dishes, the girl went
. out to the fellow. She asked, "What's on
your mind?"--"I am thinking that the man
we fixed was your father.''--"So he is.'"-

_ .'glrl said

She told Pilip to saw some

" the cards still playing,

”Well "I think 'I'11 go away tonight." The

"L'11 go, too. If you go away
alone, my father will catch you.'"--"How?"
--""He has got a pair of boots lined with
gold, very fast. My mother has a pair,

~ too."--"Well, we'll go.'"--"What shall we
“do? Our mother is watching us, she is a-
fraid we'll run away." They went in their
bed-room to play cards. The girl stole the
boots, she put one pair on Pilip, one pair
on herself. Now she spoke to the cards,
"We're going to run away, but don't you
let on when we go." The girl's name is

Katherine., "If my mother says, 'Katherine,
stop playing,' you cards speak to my moth-
er, say, 'We're going to finish, this

game. "

They left. After awhile the old lady
called, 'Katherine, are you playing yet?"
--"Yes,'"--"Time for you to come to bed. "--
"Just finish this game, mother (Kidju
(Cards speaking now.) The old lady %eard
"You hear me,

stop playing.'"--"Well, we've started anoth-
er game, don't mind us. Go to sleep, moth-
er.'--About one o'clock she hears the
cards still. "Ain't you going to bed yet?"
--""No, not yet." The old lady gets mad,

she gets up, she opens the door, sees the
cards jumping, nobody there. She saw their
tracks, she came in screeching. She shook
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.the old man, "Get up! Get up! our children Pilip grabbed her and threw her over the
have gone away." The Devil got up, he told line. The Devil could not g0 over that

her, "Get me my gold boots," She went to line. They went back, crying.

get them, they were gone. "Why didn't you ‘ ' o

look after these children? We have lost Pilip said, '"Now we're all right, we'll
them now.'" The old lady and Devil ran out walk along. We're not very far from my

after them.

, _ house." They found the house, Pilip's peo-

ple were good people. The old lady saw Pil-

The girl told Pilip, "They are chasing us, ip coming, with a woman, a good looking
now, they are coming, I can see them, they  woman. "This is my wife," he said. The old
are going to catch us.'" Now Pilip thought lady said, "Don't you go away any more."
of his little box, in which was a little They were happy there, they stayed there
bird, sitting one side, another little over a year. They had a nice little boy
bird on the other side. He said, "I want (the Devil's daughter had never been chris-
my wife to be standing as a little birch tened). "What will be the baby's name?"--
tree on one side of the pond, and myself "John." "All right, call him John. " The

on the other side of the pond as a little day came for the baby to be christened.
pine tree.'" There they stood, birch tree "Who is going to stand for the baby?" The
and pine tree. The Devil thought, '"Now I old man and the old woman, Pilip and the
will catch them." The tracks went up to baby's mother. The Priest sprinkled holy
the birch tree and to the pine tree. The water. The baby and the baby's mother went,
old lady said, "Where did they go?'"--"1 devil people. :

cannot see their tracks at all.”--"They :

are not here." So they went back crying,
about five miles.

The old lady turned- around and could see

them going again, their girl and Pilip.

They went back after them, When they were

five miles. away, the girl said, "They are
coming." Pilip opened his box again. "I

want to be a big birch tree and I want my

wife to be sitting up in the tree as' a par-
tridge." When the devils got there they

saw only a big birch tree and a partridge.

They lost the tracks. They went two miles ' Th

is story was told to Elsie Clews Parsons by Isa-

around, searching for the tracks, but they bel Morris Googoo and published in the Journal of
could see nothing but the tree and the par- American Folklore in 1925, It ig an example of ele-

tridge. It was nearly four o'clock in the ments of European stories and religion that have
morning. They went back home again, crying. been worked into Micmac tradition. Petroglyphs are

They looked back and saw them running a-
gain towards Pilip's land. The Devil and
the old lady went back after them, chasing
them as hard as they could. They went fas-
ter, this was the last trip. They.went at
full speed. Now they were coming to Pil-
ip's boundary line. His wife -dropped down,

'Ashby Medical Supply

We Rent, Sell & Repair Hospital Equipment:
whet;.lchairs, commode . chairs, walkers, beds, canes

(WALTER'S RENTALS) 4 SHERIFF AVE., SYDNEY (562-5766)

Convenience Stores

Videos * Fresh Baked Goods * Lottery Tickets
Frozen Foods * Film * Magazines * Snacks

OPEN DAILY: Florence and Bras d'or
OPEN 24 HOURS: 172 Main Street, Sydney Mines

e tsplanade, and Cor. George. & Glenwood, Sydney

Cable BRENNANS . 736-8479
Telex 019-35149 ~ 794-3178

S, Brennans -
va@; Travel Agency
‘ 158 QUEEN STREET, NORTH SYDNEY

STEAMSHIP -- AIRLINE -- RAIL
AND HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

‘Why'not take some time this winter to relax,
and explore and enjoy some of Cape Breton's
natural and cultural history, protected within

Cape Breton Highlands National Park

The Park is open year 'round. However, during
the winter months it offers:
=-groomed and ungroomed ski trails, with
warm-up cabins that are just great for
heating a small lunch; -
--free winter camping facilities at Ing-
onish and Cheticamp;
--tobogganing, snowshoeing, ice fishing,
and skating (bring your own gear).

Guided Nature Walks are available for organ-

- 1zed groups. These must be reserved in advance,
PHONE FOR A COPY OF THE PARK'S FREE 1885 k

Winter Activities Brochure

(902)285-2270 X,

MONDAY TO FRIDAY, 8:00 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M,

3
i




