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A Tradition

• Names, descriptions and 
illustrations formed part of the 
map back into the 16th century

• A fine tradition of descriptive 
gazetteer publishing flowered in 
the 19th century

• Scottish publishers produced 
gazetteers for around the world, 
or certainly those countries 
administered by Britain

• But replaced by tourist guides, 
and other thematic collections



What we have forgotten



The Gazetteer for Scotland

• Aims to be a definitive and detailed resource
• Began work in 1995; at least another 30 years to go !
• Contents divided into:

– Settlements - Geofeatures      - Parishes
– People - Families / Clans      - Old Counties
– Council Areas - Associated bibliographical references
– Events - Media (photographs, sounds, video)

• Originally envisaged as a book
• Some statistics:

– Around 23,000 full descriptive entries (+77,000 others)
– 2.1 million words of contemporary text (30 novels !)
– 2.25 million words of historical text
– c.10,000 photographs
– Maps with every entry
– Approaching 1 million hits per week

• Significant interest for tourism and genealogy
• There are places in the GfS which are not on OS maps



Historical and Contemporary Description



Silos of Information



Linking Resources

• Mapping provides access to
– Historical maps (NLS)
– Geological maps (BGS)
– Natural areas (SNH) etc.

• Also entry-specific linkages to:
– Listed Buildings (Historic Scotland)
– Scheduled Ancient Monuments, 

Architectural, Archaeological and 
Industrial Sites (RCAHMS)

– Statistical Accounts (EDINA)





Temporality appears to public as timelines



Examples of Use in Teaching and Research

• Used in many school classrooms
• Local history research
• One-stop shop for mapping and access to other 

resources
• Supporting resource for:

– Fieldwork
– Dissertation research

• Dataset for research projects (used in GeoS, Informatics)
• Writing projects: I can give a home to descriptive place 

entries eg. abandoned / cleared settlements
• A focus for the outcomes of student's archival research 
• IT Development projects



Search Results can be Mapped



Family Maps





Different Products
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