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Digitization of  numerous historical maps allowing 
access to wealth of historical information

Useful for tracking change, comparative

Annotatable for re-use

Manipulatable; stretch old maps onto modern 
spaces

visualising older spaces, places or borders not 
present on modern maps

Add meaning to, add layers of information/data

GIS: geo-locating information



http://www.oldmapsonline.org/

http://www.oldmapsonline.org/


http://maps.nls.uk

http://maps.nls.uk


http://digital.nls.uk/slezer/find.html

http://digital.nls.uk/slezer/find.html


http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/sidebyside.cfm#zoom=15&lat=55.95&lon=-3.186&layers=124

http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/sidebyside.cfm#zoom=15&lat=55.95&lon=-3.186&layers=124


http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/index.cfm#zoom=14&lat=55.94865&lon=-3.18162&layers=126

http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/index.cfm#zoom=14&lat=55.94865&lon=-3.18162&layers=126


http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/index.cfm#zoom=16&lat=55.86016&lon=-4.30061&layers=80

http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/index.cfm#zoom=16&lat=55.86016&lon=-4.30061&layers=80


http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/index.cfm#zoom=7&lat=54.95089&lon=-3.38184&layers=10iron

http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/index.cfm#zoom=7&lat=54.95089&lon=-3.38184&layers=10iron


http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/sidebyside.cfm#zoom=13&lat=55.85776&lon=-4.25181&layers=4

http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/sidebyside.cfm#zoom=13&lat=55.85776&lon=-4.25181&layers=4


http://digimap.edina.ac.uk/digimap/home

http://digimap.edina.ac.uk/digimap/home




http://www.digimap.edina.ac.uk/ancientroam/historic

http://www.digimap.edina.ac.uk/ancientroam/historic


 Large range of 
Ordnance Survey 
maps, frequently 
updated

Roam: view, 
annotate, print, save 
maps

Data Download:
download map data 
and use in GIS/CAD

Digimap tutorial:
Digimap webinars

http://edina.ac.uk/events/

http://edina.ac.uk/events/


Search

Basemaps

Map information, move 
cursor for geo-referenced 
coordinates



Map content

Add annotations

Save your map

Create a print file



Anna Groundwater
Edinburgh University

Oct 29, 2014 14:35Scale 1:10100

University spaces Edinburgh

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900    1000 m

© Crown copyright/database right 2014. Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service. FOR EDUCATIONAL USE ONLY.



Historic OS maps from 1830s 
to 1990s.

Digitised by Landmark.

Range of scales, from county 
to very detailed town plans.

Ancient Roam: view by 
decade.

Historic Download:
download original map 
sheets or tiles referenced to 
National Grid.

Historic Digimap tutorial
Ancient Roam



Spot the difference –

Find 3 functions unique to 
Ancient Roam

TIPS How would you…

 View maps from different decades for your location?

 View 2 maps of the same location side by side?

 Select one map, where maps for the same area are overlapping?

 Find out the publication date of the map you are viewing?



Ancient Roam 
exercise 2:
Recreate map of 
central Liverpool

1. Select Historic Digimap > Ancient Roam

2. Search for L3 4AA

3. Select 1920s

4. Zoom in to Street View 2, on the 
Custom House (highlighted on map 
above). 

5. Select 2 up view – compare 1920s with 
1960s. Return to 1up view (1920s map).

6. Add a polygon over Custom House 
(1920s map)

7. Save your map within Digimap. Name it 
Custom House.

8. Generate an A4 landscape PDF print of 
your map

9. Write down what map series, edition, 
scale and date you are viewing – click 
the information button then click on 
the map

10.Finally, open Roam Ordnance Survey 
and view your Custom House map –
select Open > My Maps.

M
ap

 im
ages

:©
 Lan

d
m

ark In
fo

rm
atio

n
 G

ro
u

p
 Ltd

 an
d

 C
ro

w
n

 co
p

yrigh
t 2

0
1

2
. FO

R
 

ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L U

SE O
N

LY.



Make some historic maps. 
Annotate them, with spaces 
indicated by blocks or 
movement by lines…



Rethinking western-oriented mapping of spaces

‘we cannot adequately study spatial systems, mapping 
conventions, landscapes of power and control, colonial 
networks, histories of emplacement and displacement, 
cultural flows and haemorrhages, sites of memory and 
oblivion without considering the media in which to map the 
complex interplay between lived and experienced spaces, 
representational spaces, and imaginary spaces’ Pesner, 53

Mapping to capture human behaviour, lived experience, 
social spaces, movement, mobility, change, practices, 
relational spaces, relationships, passage of time.

Maps as spatial-temporal narratives



‘Mapping is a verb ... an ongoing process of picturing, 
narrating, symbolising, contesting... erasing, and re-inscribing 
a set of relations’ 

‘Maps are visual arguments and stories; they make claims and 
harbor ideals, hopes, desires, biases, prejudices, and 
violences. They are always relational’

‘When we georeference historical maps, we are not 
‘correcting’ them or making them ‘accurate’: instead we are 
keying one representation to another representation (not to 
reality)’[Presner et al, 15]

practice 



‘process of collecting, aggregating and visualizing ever more 
layers of geographic or place-specific data’ 

‘they embody temporal and historical dynamics through a 
multiplicity of layered narratives, sources, and even 
representational practices’

thick is more than deep – moves horizontally and vertically

Adding ‘historical layers of meaning-making’ 

‘Thick maps are not simply more data on maps, but 
interrogations of the very possibility of data, mapping and 
cartographic representational practices’ 

[Presner et al,2014, 17-19]



GIS not just a software tool, but an ‘approach to 
scholarship ... to representing and handling geographical 
information’ 

Asks ‘what are the geographical aspects of my research 
question?’

Geolocates data

Explores and compares spatial patterns of the past

Time can be added into space = study of temporal change

Blended approaches of quantitative and qualitative 

Visualises spatial data (combo of attributes and locations)

Deep or thick mapping



Digitization capturing spatiality, time and phenomena

‘alternative view of history & culture through the dynamic 
representation of memory & place, a view that is visual &
experiential, fusing qualitative & quantitative data within 
real and conceptual space’ [Bodenhamer, 2010, 29]

Capturing spatial anthropology, space learnt in practice

New mapping ‘negation of transcendent cartographies of 
knowledge to incorporate new spaces, mobility, movement

Participatory, empowering, community & personal mapping

From a tool used by elites to one that empowers community 
and individuals? [Roberts, Mapping Cultures, 2012]





http://litlong.edina.ac.uk/visualiser/location/

http://litlong.edina.ac.uk/visualiser/location/


Mapping the Lakes: a Literary GIS: 
mapping space, place, movement, emotion

http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/mappingthelakes/index.htm

http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/mappingthelakes/index.htm


http://fieldtripgb.blogs.edina.ac.uk/

http://fieldtripgb.blogs.edina.ac.uk/


http://civilwarwashington.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/map1.png

http://civilwarwashington.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/map1.png


http://hypercities.com

http://hypercities.com


http://hypercities.ats.ucla.edu

http://hypercities.ats.ucla.edu


http://thebook.hypercities.com

http://thebook.hypercities.com


http://www.mesh.ed.ac.uk

http://www.mesh.ed.ac.uk


http://hypercities.com/blog/2009/07/30/featured-collection-ghost-metropolis/

http://hypercities.com/blog/2009/07/30/featured-collection-ghost-metropolis/


https://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/agas.htm

https://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/agas.htm


You tube video: ‘The Googling
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPgV6-gnQaE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPgV6-gnQaE

