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Introduction

Broken Hill is a mining community in the arid Far West of New South Wales,
Australia. The city has been dominaled by the mining industry since its
eslablishment in 1883 but what is left of the distinetive 7.3 km long ore body is
now decper and, increasingly, of lower grade making it less profitable o mine.
The last of the operational mines is scheduled to close in 2006 and with it the
industry that has supporied the cily for over 110 years will cease to exist in all
but the memory of those who have expericneed it.

Like many western communilics who have in recent years been faced with the
decline of significant manufacluring or mining industries, Broken Hill is
looking to develop tourisin as a strategy for survival. In 1998, as part of that
strategy, the University of South Australia way engaged to design and document
a Visitors Centre. Thiy followed two years of involvement by architecture
students in a range of studio projects resulling in the choice of a student scheme
for a Miners Memoriol, The Visitors® Centre was to act as an immediate
gateway (o the Memorial and as a xource of information about other atiractions
along a site rich in ity contribution to the cconomic and industrial growih of the
nation.

This paper will focus on the use and imporiance of history, specifically oral
history, in the development of a theoretical framework for the design of the
‘Line of Lode’ Visitors Centre. To provide an appropriate context, the paper
will initially describe the city’s physical environment and outline the industriat
and socio-cultural history of Broken Hill. The paper will then conclude by
outlining the theoretical design framewark developed for the Visitors Centre,
arguing that the historical rescarch undertnken as background to the design
development was a critical factor in the acceptance of the project by the local
comimunity.
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Context: the physical setting

The city of Broken Hill is located around one Inrge orchody called the ;‘.Lu:; D‘[:
Lode’.’ The original orcbody of lead, silver and zine had » f:nnhmu:u:f .r.'ng 1-“;1
7.3 kilometres, 8 maximum width of 250 melres and o maximumn \n.rm.ud.e.x.‘.I.I
of 850 metres.” A longitudionl scetion through the dcpuefll :~:Inrwv::l 13 lelmt
boomerang shape inclining away from the surface at cither end. ”l.ll’rl:llf
activitics are limited 1o the deeper, south-western end at _Icvcln l‘"'fl}‘?hf n.
1,500 metres. The eenlral scetion of the orcbody as ariginnlly visible above
ground level and was deseribed in 1885 us resembling . . . part of an l?kl l:r‘o.kcn
blunt tooth saw.™ Whilst carly operations Inrgely removed this uurfm.{: Hu.llt‘)n,
it has been replaced by the residue d}nmpg and mullock heaps that are a
charaeteristic feature of the city skyline (Fig 1).

d ihe site of the
_The mullock heap that dominates the city skyline an
FRn ) Miners Memortal and Visitors Cenlre.

Broken TTill is some 500 kilometres lrom the nu‘nrcst‘sull.c capital, An!clmdu. m\.d
over 1,100 kilometres from Sydney. The city sits m the ]‘Jnrncr.Rqu:;.:f
characterised by undulating hills rising above extensive luw—lymg plu;l_ut‘. ] ':'I
climate is semi-arid with warm {o hot summers (average maximum t‘lf 32°C) an

cool winters (nverage maximum of 19°C). Rainfanll is 0l‘milt:.\\fl||!.n‘y:aﬂj{
average of 240 millimetres though aonunl falls as low ag 57 millimetres have
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been recorded. With a highest recorded temperature of 46.6°C and a lowest of
-2.8°C," the climate could be described as harsh adding much to the hardships
of the carly community.

Sometimes it would get up to a hundred and ten but that wouldn’t go
many days. If you went three or four days at that, well it was preity bad.
I can remember as a little girl having it at about a hundred and fourteen
and mother used to lay us children under the table. She’d lay a
tablecloth aver the table and that would hang over, which would creaic a
brecze in underneath.®

The original natural vegetation surrounding Broken Hill consisted of low and
sparse native trecs and shrubs.” With the rapid growth in population and early
development of smelting operations by the mining companices, this was heavily
utilised for fuel, grazing of stock and as a source of underground timber. Even
though the last of the smelting operations were moved to the coastal city of Port
Piric in 1898, the local vegetation continued to be used for fuel and the
pasturing of livestock for domestic use. This meant that by the 19308 the
landseape was barren and the city was suffering severe dust storms and soil
crosion.

The dust storms, oh they were dreadful. Ohl Dreadiul, redl Oh God!
They were dreadful. If you'd never lived here you'd never have no idea
what it was like. Your house . . . the dust would come in every crack and
corner, and then you'd be the next day cleaning up all the mess that the
dust leRt. That red dust, coming off and over the plains. Going!*

In 1936 one of the mining companies, the Zine Corporation, initiated the
fencing and re-planting of sections of land immediately surrounding the city.
These regeneration areas effectively reduced the incidence of severe dust storms
and improved the microclimate and visual amenity of the city. It was also the
start of a paternalistic relationship between the mining companies and the
community who had, until then, been largely in conflict over indusirial
conditions and communily welfare.

Low rainfall not only meant a fragile natural environment. Water shortages and
inadequale senitation also threatened the carly commuaity’s health. Between
1886 and 1890 the mortulity rate in Broken Hill way almost twice that for the
sfate of New South Wales amd serious health problems continued well into the
20th cenfury. Contributing factors aiding the spread of discase at the lime were
the close boarding house conditions endured by many of the single men and the
generally poor quality of housing typical of isolaled mining settflements.’
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i itial attempts to legislate for a
torage was also a scrious concern. Initial at ! f
:‘:ia\:::cswoalnzgr supplicr failed, with accusations of ‘:n{ral;[;“ﬁ:‘ lamrlezzre::il:l\:’t;:
i i : t. It wasn't unti ot a .
being levied at the State Governmen g o
* :k some 16 km te the north cast o =
completed at Stephen’s CI’G.L ; B s al
d in 1915 by the opening of a second rescrvoir o L3k
tr§|:;::o:1?\ west ol!" the city. Both rescrvoirs had small ca!chmcnt arcas u:n:c lhitlu,
combined with the low rainfall and high level of cvaporation, ::nf:nlrln l:‘m . :m:{g
required additional shipments of water to be made hy| mil, initially from
Australia and later from the Darling River to the south.

The Broken Hill Water Supply and Sewerage Act, 1938, estoblished the Brc::::l
Hill Water Board and legislated for the commenccmcn‘l :xf 8 n:e:cxicﬁgumﬁi
to complele &
The sewerage system took a further 26 years and ot untl
ipeline : sfed to the Menindie lake system
952, when a 100 km pipeline was unpplt.u.

:hc Darling River, did the need for mail supply‘ol‘ waler ceasc. A s_lorfnwalet:
sysiem was also commenced in 1955."" Gradual improvements in sanitation an
\:nlcr quality, together with advances in general -hcnllh‘ care such as v:u:}nc:
against typho'id and diphtheria meant a decrease i the incidence of infection
diseases by the 1940s.

Context: the industrinl sctting

The district surrounding Broken Hill had bccnr an cslnhli:;iw.d *:'r:::; ‘::[“::::;::
i J hen Charles Rasp first pegged 8 8¢ it
T ecler ?'CB_TH I t until 1885 that what was initially
Jeases at Broken Hill in 1883, It was not Wi ey
in deposi d 1o be the extremely rich silver cly
thought to be a tin deposit was found fo | e Beokun
‘Li p? s sate - gistered the
sbody of the ‘Line of Lode®. The syndicate oflicially !
:l?il I’¥oprictmy Company_Limited on 10th August 1885 and full-seale
production began soon after.?

The success of the BHP mine encournged (he opuni(:lglof clhc: :'ril‘i;:les:‘ |l:::lrh$
l id i 1 i 886 the popula
d to a rapid increase in population. By ! lio ;
::‘:u::l 8 8(!0, h;‘ 1890 this had grown to almc_ml 2(),!1(1(.1. Many t:ngm:;l xc:lal:r:
of this ;;criod drifted in from the surrounding Barnier Ranges an : ag gl.h
proportion of the carly population also moved lo Bngkcu Hill from the Sou
Australian copper ficlds of Burra, Moonta and Kadina,

i s e esult of a
unionism developed as a strong force in the city as a result ol
Zt::l::innlion of the city's isolation and the dangerous nature ufB Ih; vr(;;:itllliﬁ
conditions. The militancy and success of the union II'IDV!:I‘I’IEI!E in Bn:- kmg o i-g
best captured by Donald Horne who commented in 1964 that i s dml mBM‘I‘ic‘I’
run by ity trade unions and as for as Broken Hill is concerned the
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Industrial Council is stronger than the state of New South Wales.”" Blainey
also suggesty the strength of the union movement came as a result of there being
up to eleven operaling mines on the Lode at the turn of the century resulting in a
lack of cmployer unity."® Strikers at one mine were often supported by working

men st another, thus, allowing the siriking miners to hold out for longer periods
than was usual in the industry at the time,

Bitter and protracted strikes occurred in 1892, 1909 and 1919. In 1916 the
employees of Broken Hill won a Federal Court award that established the right
to a 44 hour working week, designed to maintain melals production during the
First World War, The award was for a period of three years and in 1919, toward
the date of the termination of the award, severe unrest resulled in productive
operations ceasing along the ‘Line of Lode® for a period of cighieen months. In
September 1920 the Commonwealth Court of Concilialion and Arbitration
issucd 2 new award. This award included an underground working week of 35
hours, compensation for Jung relnfed diseases contracted in the mines and limits
on the type of work conducicd on night shifts. This was o landmark agreement
of national significance in terms of working conditions nnd is talked about with
a degree of pride by the community. In 1925 the employers and the unions won
the right to negofiate oulside of the National uxulem of wage fixation and a lead
honus profit sharing incentive was introduced.”

A total of 754 deaths have been recorded along the ‘Line of Lade® since 1885."7
Deaths were recorded in all mines along the ‘Line of Lode® except at the
Victoria Cross. They were usually violent and often marked by the courage of
others trying o cither save their mates or recover their bodies. The inquest
report of a rescue atternpt made at the South Mine on 21st March, 1949 states:

Great courage shown by Jack Faulkner and John MeCarthy, who
without hesitation had gone to Schadow's rescue, knowing that there

were sixieen charges of gelignite, which would be going off at any
minutey time, "

Whilst death was taken to be an occupational hazard along the ‘Line of Lode’, it
still marked those who came close lo it.

My brother was buried alive . . . rolten filthy damned death, his wife still
hasn’t gotten over it. He was twelve months older than me and Harold
made 738 killed. Since I've been retired mates of mine have fallen down
shules, down ore passes, killed by a 40 ton train. This way in the last
seventeen years, Two mates of mine that T knew very well . . . blown to
picces by explosive, just straight through the wall, looked like a bloody

butchers shop Jyou just couldn’t even see where they were, just minced
meal, terrible,"
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The physical danger was not confined to the mine lease and many deaths from
the lung discases pneumoconiosis, silicosis and pneumonia remain unrecorded.
Lead poisoning or plumbism was also a constant threat with water based drilling
techniques (the flotation process of mineral extraction became common praclice
in the 1930s and 1940s).

The main worry from the discase point of view was the dust on the
lungs. The dry boring and men working in the smoke all tended to set up
an irritation in the lungs, and the man would gradually fade and
cventually he would pass on. Most of the dust was from the boring - dry
boring - and the firing. You see in them days they blasted in the middle
of the shift and the men would be underground.”™

In the very carly days when I came here (1906) you could still see a man
fall in the gutter in & fit. It would be the effect of the poisoning on his
system that throws him info o fit. I've seen them in Argent Street and
they'd take these fits. No smelting bought that about. It was the results
of lead poisoning on the man ond his lungs.?

A decrease in lung diseases followed the findings of the Technical Commission
of Inquiry established during the 1919-20 strike to invesligate working
conditions in the mines. Several acts of parliament, including the Workmen's
Compensation (Broken Hill) Act, 1920, followed o provide compensation for
Btoken Hill miners suffering lung discases. The Acts placed the mining
companies under considerable moral and finuncial obligation to provide safe
working conditions.

Whilst the men sulfered violent deaths underground or prolonged deaths due to
lung disease, women faced a dilferent but no less harsh reality. In 1901, the
Miners Accident Relief Act was introduced for all but the smallest mines of
New South Wales. This made an allowance of 12s. For a funeral, 83, Weekly to
a widow and 2s.6d. Weekly for children under 14 years old.® For comparison,
in 1909 following a lengthy strike over wages, Justice Higging of the Federal
Arhitration Court, suled that the going rate of 7s.6d. Per shift or £2/11/9 per
week for unskilled labour was not enough for a family o live on. The life of a
widow would, therefore, have been extremely harsh indeed, particularly if there
were young children and no extended family for support.

Records indicate that many women arried three and four times and many
undertook domestic work to muoke ends meel. Many more died in childbirth,
hence the need (or men to marry ogain if there were young children. The
situation created one of mutunl dependency between men and women,
particularly in the carly years. There is respeet for the strength of the women of
the community and acknowledgement that without their strength, the wages and

130

TIE IMPORTANCE OF CULTURAL DIALOGUE

com::ltu;ns won d_uring the various sirikes would never have been achieved, nor
- o . w) . i * M :
would the colleetive sense of community have grown to that which it is toduy.

Context: the socin-cultural setting

The cily pl:m is set oul in two slightly offiet grid patterns bisceted by the minin
prc.cmct (Fig 3). This was noted in the 1994 'Line of Lode® Identification Sludg
48 . . . B unique example of town planning strategics” ns it follows the shiflin
oricntation n{lhc *Line of Lode” rather than the more usual compass points u-«:g
at the time.” It also locates the mining operations as an integral part of .Ilu:

township. Other irregularitics in the grid i 1 i
wi : grid relute to the Silverton and T be
ril lines, both important to the city’s early survival, -

Figure 3. Aerial view of Broken Hill showin
‘ g the mine leases along the 'Li
Lode' bisecling the residential areas of the cily. " i

Muany u!' the major public buildings and a sumber of substunlint hotely were
ereeted in the 18905 and 19005 but the majority of the population rct;mincd
lmus«_:d in tents or iron clad, dirt floored timber frame dwellings, many of which
remain in use today with minor modifications. The wncerfain extent of the
mineral deposit slowed the development of, and improvement in, both housin

standards and the city’s amenitics and in these carly years the uil’y dcvulopcdﬁ
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frontier air as a sesult of the dangerous work and its harsh isolated
environment.™

It was not until 1936 that a detailed investigation of the ore reserves forccast a
minimum of 25 years production. This prompted an expansion of production
and a re-building of the surface workings at the Zinc Corporation Lid. and North
Broken Hill Pty. Ltd. The fecling of a degree of permanence, together with a
post-war period of optimism and prosperity, generated a housing boom and
general improvements to the city’s amenitics including the sewerage system and
pipeline to the Dasling River referred to carlicr.

A total of 1,900 houses were erected or purchased through housing socicticy
financed by the Zine Corporation and North Broken Hill between 1940 and
1981. During this period the companics also construcled houses for senior
managers. These tended to be larger and more refined in appearance than the
workers coltages, They were also grouped in snall enclaves on the mining
lensies - emphasising the distinet divide thot had existed hetween management
and working class in the city since 1885, The companies alyo funded a free
nursery for employees fo encourage ftree planting. House and garden
competitions were sponsored and amenitics, such as sports ovals, lakes, parks, &
swimming pool, a pre-school kindergarten and bowling greens were also
provided during the 1950°s and 1960°s. This paternalistic approach united the
community at the same time ax it emphasised the social structure mentioned
above.

The later half of this century has witnessed the construction of a number of
significant government buildings including the Broken Hill Civic Centre, the
Broken Hill City Council Adminisiration Building and the State Government
Offices. These all have a corporale international character not totally in keeping
with the existing built environment but are not localed on Argent Street where
the main Civic Group of heritage buildings are located. Residential architecture
has also adopted the styles of the Inrger urbun centres (o the south. Again, the
majority of new dwellings are located on the outskirts of the city in North
Broken Hill and do not impact unduly on the existing residential character of the
city.

The lnter half of this century has also witnessed an increase in unemployment, a
decline in total population and an increase in the proportion of the population in
the over 65 category. Only onc mine now remains fully operational and employs
fewer than 500 people. The population hos correspondingly declined from a
high of 35,000 in 1915 to 23,000 toduy and the union power fhat once saw
Broken Hill celehrated as the bastion of unionism in Australin has dwindled lo
near insignificance.
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Figure 4. A Miner's Coltage
The *Line of Linle’ Project

?n 1992 \\filh only 15 years of produetion remaining, the fast two companices still
in operation, Normandy Poscidon Ty Lid and Pasminco Mining, offered to
lease the non-working surface inlrstrociure along the ‘Line of Lode’ to the
community for development ns an educationnl and tourism centre. The
Normandy Poscidon operations have since heen tuken over by Pasmineo who
still remain commilted te what is now known as the ‘Line of Lode Project.”

An arehneological Tdentification Study® conducted in 1994 provides a detailed
.S'_mnfm..»nr of Cultaral Significance in which the ‘Line of Lode’ is described as
mgml"iulull tor historical, technical, social and architectural rensons. Is
Ils.ﬁ:(N.'l.llIil)ll with severnl of Australia®s largest industeinl companies, the rise of
unionism and technological innovations are considered to make it n significant
contributor to the modern day identity of Ausiralia. The built enviromment is
nlzfQ considered to provide excellent exnmples of archilcelurnl styles from the
ut_llltnrian. turn of the century, structures at the South Mine to Art Deco at the
Zinc Corporation and further substantial, physical remning are evident in the
form of ruins along the site.

Tlfu Tentification Study®® further suggests that cultural sigoificance refers 1o a
wulg range of qualitics - historicol, socinl, acsthetic, archacological
fm:hllcctuml, scienlific and technologicnl - that meke some places c:ipccinll;r
important to o community. Understanding amd ardiculating those qualitics is the
first step in the process of managing cultural heritage, Determining approprinte
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.[::I:‘ ;::sd:::lg:ntr;aor:: :: [Eﬁ'ﬂ!': ;:yand the mechanics of spatial requirements,
2 vision statements. With a conlinued glob: i
' / N global growth in
;;::2?;‘:2 h'gmic:; ll:.;_rep:l.-; ::1 opzot_i‘t]lmly for archileets to incn:asingl?( tap into
! ! ¢ and identity in order to aid the
interpretation of places of cultural and envi igni lligspmnded
eIps 3 ' ironmental significance and
assist in advocacy for the preservation of communities umﬁt as Brokc::l;ii,llalml .

3::& Il;:dpit;\:;:;t::jl |a:m(l symll)_o:ic nature of the Visitors Cenire project and the
t istory of the community, analysing personal accou
¥ s L nis wi
c::;s:;li:‘cicilet& :t:.azr: Illmﬁ'l"u"l Ilmrt lof the bricfing process from the th%ﬁ:}:
hat the author had grown up in the city and knew i i
well. The architectural team felt th e o e
well. Tt at fo not reach out to the co i
inspiration would have heen a grave insult istori il o
: ; to the historical place th
community holdy in the development of the nali i o
! 4 s nalion. It would also have be
betraying our role as designers. The role of interpretation was cloguently put I:;r‘

l;l uce !\"sol‘ll wlu.'ll I“- L “ggb‘“ed ll"l' lll'l..llilt: slure 1] ﬂll: exercise 0] an
: 4 § b {4 sas
arlishic 8 kl" m "lc Hb‘rvicu Of pl..ﬂpllu.

'll:.‘::fv:;al acc?ums r.ca:mdcd by the author were taken over an Easter weekend
e p::,m partw!pmcd in two bricling sessions, a mixture of retired ami
ot cié qu.::“ mmcdrfn alongside others involved in commercial aclivities in
f . recordings were made on an under, d mi

intention was never for the briefi i i i e e

! ing sessions 1o develop into sademic
history but mercly for the i i y e
d :m 1o aid the architeels in the dewv
theorelical approach fo the design of the Visitors Centre, nelogiinent; ok x

‘T;I;: :;::;gngdm:ss?o!:s \ﬁ's:rc structured around two key issues, The first sension
: ned o initially generate memories of the city’ i
A 4o i 3 ¢ city’s history. The seco
::l::sn\{;;i::rl;cgun:lcd ;ln which of these memorics should be iugrpomlcd inIIl:
entre. The seasions were recorded on audi i
¢ otape and ke t
progressively noted on large sheels of T Broun
; ¢ sheel er to encourage furthe
discussion and agreement. Tl intially u soeirkie 1t coms
. ‘The author initially used her own memoric
responses but each session quicki little i e
i y relaxed and litlle interventi i
to prompt discussion. The key i i) iy
scussion, y issues to emerge are oullined in gre i
below but all partici i i e
b pants agreed that the Visitors Centre 81 i
a : > sitors hould not he :
inferpretation of physical clements found along the Lode. it i

Many of the oral histories in thi
presented in this paper are taken from a book b
Eﬂﬁiﬁlﬂtz \gm ;nov;:{d”:nl%‘r,okcu Hill in 1981. His book, United We Slam{
npression: roken Hi 8-1910, was initially intended sctorial
history following the discove : s
f $ ry of a wealth of photographs in the ci i
back to its foundation. He then decided i o el ot
; sided to narrow his study to a particular peri
represented by a collection of photo, e
; ) ) graphs hy James Wooler and to complime
the photographs wilh oral histories, Stokes recorded nearly one Imndll'cs ll::;:;
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of memorics from fifleen men and fiftecn women who were deliberately
gelected to represent & wide cross section of the community. The publication
represents a lively and invaluable addition to the olherwise official written
version of the city’s history.

The ‘Line of Lode’ Visitors Centre Design Framework

The Visitors Centre has two main functional requireinenty: firsily, to act as a
gateway lo the Miners Memorial and to the larger ‘Line of Lode’ Project and,
sccondly, to provide a bricf background to the history of the city and ity
cconomic, technical and political contributions to the pation. A bronder
theoretical objective of the Visitors Cenlre is to provide an environment that
eaptures the acsthetic and cultural spirit of Broken Hill.

The following theoretical principles were developed from this key objective and
the results of historical research and the bricfing sessions discussed earlier.

. The design should reflect but remain subservient to the Miners
Memorial.
. The design should reinforee the exisling positive block and streel

pattern of the city whilst maintaining conneclion with the edge of the mullock
heap.

. The design should reflect ity role as u gateway to the history of the
community by being visible and open to city.
. The design should present itself as an orchestrated journey moving

people down and through an increasingly constricted spoce, the experience
should be directional and monumental, one of anticipation and of an increasing
gense of powerlessness and slight unense.

. The complex axial reference 1o the city and curved reference to the
edge of the mullock heap should be used o develop spaces that arc slightly
disorienting in order to reflect travel underground (where you move without
reference to the sun and the horizon).

. Through materials and forn {he design should express (he powerful
industrial nature of the mining indusiry contrasted against the lighter more
tenvous nature of the domestic enviromnent - management and worker, men and
women, man and nature.

. Through materials and form the building should also reflect the
dominant character of the underground experience: fractured plates of rock,
propped uncasily overhead, in a sheltering yet dangerous manner.
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Conclusion

The Visitors Centre schematic design was
‘ s Centre presented (o the boa i
:;:J‘:;:cl‘\mlatu:? mdMny 1999. The theoretical framework uat:l‘:zl:;:s:;:nmﬂ::
ik g OI.I‘IIII: _hy the author while a collection of slides of the cit
e as lm:.-.rll: aken in the 19505 and 19603 by the authors grandfather wcrt;
it ground. A I':2()(1 seale model (Figures 5 and 6) and dmwi, f
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Figure 5. Model of the Miners Memorlal
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Flgure 6. Model of the ‘Line of Lode' Visilors Centre

The Visitors Centre is due for completion in December 208000 and progress on
site is well underway (Figs. 7,8, 9, 10, and 11). Provision is being made in the
foyer for a multimedia display that will include photogeaphic and video images
set to ol und seripted histories. The display is intended only to broadly outline
the city's history and to etice visitors to the other clements of the ‘Line of
Lode’ projecl. As an architeet, the initinl bricfing session was undertaken in an
attempt to enlighten the design process. Upon refleetion, n valuable opportunity
was lost fo formally record memories and expericnees that will soon be a thing
of the past.

Figure 7. The Visltors Centre site prior to the commencement of construction.
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Figure 8. The completed Visilors Centre footings and floor slab.
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.up panels to the central foyer and services
Figure 10. Erecting the concrete tilt-up 8:'::.

1

_____
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ey . | roof and floor
g _ View north across the city with the primary slee
Pl v members In place for the café.
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The subsequent reactions of the community to the Visitors Centre scheme have
helped confirm that the decision lo use oral histories and design bricfing
sessiony to inform the development of a theoretical design framework was a
carrect one, The power of personal recollections, coloured with individual
experience, helped to emphasise aspects that might otherwise have scemed
insignificanl. An example is the fecling of inevitability and powerlessness
recorded in the following statement and reflected in the descending roof form
and wing walls of the Visitors Centre,

I never thought about going underground, 1 just tock il for granted as a
matter of course. The majority of men were the same. You just had to
adjust yourself 1o working with a candle and you had to be careful, keep
your eye out for anything. t

The result is a scheme with greater intensily of meaning and symbolism than
might otherwise have been achicved, The following comments from a former
miner indicale how quickly the present becomes the past and how precious the
gift of memory and word are to our understanding of the future.

That's the conditions I've been enjoying. We've had lots of sirikes over
the last 50 odd years to keep those conditions but today it’s all gone.
The modern miner, he's a bloody big sook. Ever since the big strike
[1918-19) we've had two men work together, Two miners, if you were
an cleclrician you had a male, il’ you were a boiler imaker you had a
mate, no-one walked around alone . . . there’s always two of you so if
one gets hurt he can always go for help but foday it’s all different . . | the
modern miner wouldn't know what bloody day it was,”
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