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Overview 
Images can be powerful teaching tools. Studies have shown that the use of images can 
support student comprehension, retention and engagement, and result in a greater degree 
of learning (Stokes, 2001)1. This guide provides information on how to find images and other 
content to include in your teaching materials and some examples of how to attribute the 
images that you use.  

A note on Copyright  
Content used in lectures and other teaching material (including images, sounds, 
demonstration videos and clips) is subject to copyright law. This applies to both open 
educational environments, such as the University website or public-facing blog, and closed 
educational environments, such as Blackboard Learn.   

To avoid any concerns around copyright infringement use content that (1) is yours, (2) has 
been licenced under a Creative Commons or Royalty-Free license, (3) is in the Open 
Domain, or (4) with written permission from the copyright holder. 

The University of Edinburgh provides a copyright service for related enquires, and promote 
the use of Open Educational Resources (OERs) to support learning.  

1. Where to find content 
Licence / Copyright 
permission 

Image attribution / Citation Where to find content 

Creative Commons license You can use images that have 
been licensed under Creative 
Commons. All Creative 
Commons licensed images 
require attribution. 

You can use the following 
services to find images 
licensed under CC: 
• Wikimedia Commons  
• Creative Commons 
• The University of 

Edinburgh Images 
collection 

 

You can also search for 
resources that have been 
licensed under CC on Flickr, 
SoundCloud, and YouTube. 
 

Public Domain / CC0 
 

You can use images that are in 
the public domain. These 
images do not require 
attribution. It is best practice 
to provide attribution and link 
to the image though.  
 

Here are some popular image 
libraries: 
• Pixabay   
• Unsplash  
• Pexels 

                                                           
1 Stokes, S. (2001). Electronic Journal for the Integration of Technology in Education. [online] Ejite.isu.edu. Available at: 
http://ejite.isu.edu/Volume1No1/Stokes.html [Accessed 26 Feb. 2020]. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/copyright-notice-digital-images-photographs-and-the-internet
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-help/copyright/copyright-enquiries-service
https://open.ed.ac.uk/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://search.creativecommons.org/
http://images.is.ed.ac.uk/
http://images.is.ed.ac.uk/
http://images.is.ed.ac.uk/
https://pixabay.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://www.pexels.com/
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Royalty-Free license The University of Edinburgh 
offers a free service to use 
images from the external 
image library, iStock photo.  
Image credit must be 
given unless used in 
advertisements. 
 

Search for an image on 
iStockphoto and contact the 
Communications and 
marketing team 
 

• iStockphoto 

With permission from the 
copyright holder 

Photographs must include a 
caption with the name of the 
photographer or rights holder. 
It is recommended to keep a 
record of the filename, name 
of the copyright holder and 
the date of consent.  
 
You also must comply with 
data protection requirements 
when publishing photographs 
of individuals or groups.  
 

 

 
For more information on OER and where to find content to in your Lectures visit: OER an d Lectures.  

2. Image attribution / citation 
Licence / Copyright 
permission 

Image attribution / Citation 
 

Creative Commons 
license  
 
All Creative commons 
licensed images requires 
attribution. 

Use the following format to attribute an image:  
 
Image Title, by Owner’s name, licensed under License name. Image 
modifications (If any and when required).  
 
Include a link to the image, and a link to the relevant license. 
 
Recommended: 
 

 
“There will be no miracles here”, by Alex Liivet is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. 

Cropped from original.  
 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/communications-marketing/resources/photography
https://www.ed.ac.uk/communications-marketing/resources/photography
https://www.istockphoto.com/gb
https://www.ed.ac.uk/records-management/guidance/communications/photography
https://open.ed.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/OER-and-Lectures_v1.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/23108377@N07/7006760665
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Page 5 

Digital Images in Teaching and Learning Version: 1.1 
Last updated: 26.07.2021 

 

Shorter version(s):  
 

 
Image by Alex Liivet / CC BY-SA 2.0. Cropped from original. 

 
Original Picture: 
 

 
Image by Alex Liivet / CC BY-SA 2.0 

 

Public Domain / CC0 
 
Public Domain images do 
not require attribution. It 
is best practice to provide 
attribution though.  
 

 

 
Image by Zsuzsanna Tóth from Pixabay 

 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/23108377@N07/7006760665
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/23108377@N07/7006760665
https://pixabay.com/users/suetot-5317196/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4491305
http://www.pixabay.com/


Page 6 

Digital Images in Teaching and Learning Version: 1.1 
Last updated: 26.07.2021 

 

Royalty-Free license 
 
Image credit must be 
given unless used in 
advertisements. 
 

Use the following format to attribute the image: 
 
Photographer’s Name/Getty Images 
 
For more than one image on a page, you can use Getty Images, for 
web use this can appear at the bottom of the page. 
 

 
Chalabala/Getty Images 

 

With permission from 
the copyright holder  
 
Photographs must include 
a caption with the name 
of the photographer or 
rights holder 

 
Photo: Vanessa Mather (with permission) 

 

Open Access Journal 
Articles / Creative 
Commons 
 

A similar citation style can 
be used for non-licensed 
content that falls under a 
UK copyright exception 
(such as 'Quotation' 
'Criticism or Review' or 
'Educational use'), or 
content that is being used 
with the author 
permission. 
 
 
 

 

 
Kalam LCAA (2016). pH of arterial blood. [Open Access article] Available at: 

https://medcraveonline.com/JACCOA/JACCOA-05-00199.pdf 
 

Otherwise:  
Kalam LCAA (2016). pH of arterial blood. [Online] Available at: 
https://medcraveonline.com/JACCOA/JACCOA-05-00199.pdf 
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Help and Support 
For copyright related enquires contact the University of Edinburgh copyright service or your local 
Learning Technology support team at Med.digital.education@ed.ac.uk  
  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-help/copyright/copyright-enquiries-service
mailto:Med.digital.education@ed.ac.uk
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Revision History 
Date Description Sections Affected Revised by 
05.03.2020 Document Release N/A Vanessa Mather 
26.07.2021 Document 

Presentation 
All Vanessa Mather 

 Copyright related 
enquires contact 
edited/added 

Session 2 (last item), 
Help and Support  
 

Vanessa Mather 
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