
Climate Change 
Adaptation vs Mitigation
What’s the difference and why does it matter?

an estimated 23.1 million

The effects of climate change 
are already here

 climate related displacements
 annually this past decade 

In 2020, global sea level set a new record high —
91.3 mm (3.6 inches) above 1993 levels

Frequency of tropical 
cyclones and other extreme 

amount of CO2 hit a 
The global average 

new record high in 2020: 

Both adaptation and mitigation strategies 
can address these effects...

Adaptation Mitigation

 but not the cause of the problem
Addressing the cause

 of the problem rather than 
dealing with the effects

 Quickly addresses the effects,

  

 the present effects of 
is vital to help ease 

But... this is temporary 
effects will continue to 
worsen if the underlying 
 issue isn’t addressed

climate change

aims to reduce the 
sources and enhance 
the sinks of GHG’s

But... this is slow

Is resource intensive and  
has little incentive for 
global policy makers

Building sea walls 

Reducing water 
consumption in 
drought regions

controlled fires 
to prevent wildfire

Elevating infrastructure
to protect homes 

from flooding

What do these strategies look like?

Retrofitting old 

energy efficent
buildings to be more 

Planting trees 
to absorb CO2

Replacing fossil 
fuels with 

renewable energies

Why does it matter? 

Goal

2013    2014    2015    2016   2017    2018    2019 2023

Climate Finance
Amount provided and mobilised by developed countries (US$)

52.2 bn

61.8 bn

44.6 bn

58.6 bn

71.2 bn

78.9 bn 79.6 bn

100 bn

Source: OECD

These two solution paths are far from equal. 
Both may protect people from a changing climate, 
but they have very different outcomes

Climate Justice 
 wealthy countries have the power of choice. 

They can bear the cost of reducing emissions 

 to the benefit of the world, or they can choose  
 to adapt, ensuring their short-term security while 

leaving vulnerable countires behind. So far, 
 they’ve largely chosen to avoid mitigation

Rich countries which have been

 carbon emissions need to go further
 responsible for huge amounts of 

Though we MUST adapt 
today, we must TRULY solve
the problem by mitigating
GHG emissions as quickly 

as possible

Sources:

412.5 parts per million.

weather events increasing
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